
 

Snow. In North Carolina. More than once. In the same season. In the 
same year. Some find the thought refreshing... Mainly children wishing for 
snow days. We picture the freshly fallen snow. Beautiful, peaceful, 
calming. Then we venture out and find reality is a tad bit different.
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Can We Just Skip To 
Summer Now?

 The Town of Spring 
Lake is committed to 
doing all it can, 
regardless of the 
weather, to provide the 
citizens of the 
community with 
exceptional services.  
In times of inclement 
weather, services may 
be delayed or 
temporarily suspended 
depending on the 
conditions. The Town 
must carefully weigh 
the safety of its 
employees and public 
welfare. At no time is 
the Town completely 
closed. Fire and Police 
are operational 24/7 
365 days a year 

regardless of the 
weather. Other 
departments have on-
call and stand by staff 
24/7 to respond to the 
needs of the Town. In 
so saying, in times of 
inclement weather, the 
Town may opt to 
operate with "mission 
critical" personnel. 
These individuals 
respond when called 
regardless of the 
circumstances. Thanks 
to technology, the 
Town can stay 
connected all the time. 
Updates are 
continuously posted 
on the Town's website 
and social media 

outlets and most often 
the main number to 
Town Hall is manned 
during normal business 
hours. We may not be 
able to control the 
weather but we can do 
everything within our 
power to keep you 
informed, updated and 
aware of what is 
transpiring. We might 
not be able to skip to 
summer yet but until it 
gets here, we will be 
prepared. We will keep 
you informed and no, 
we will not be hoping 
for any more snow.
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After the holidays, not only are we 
likely to be faced with lingering 
decorations, some of us may find 
ourselves with a few extra 
"reminders" of how much we liked 
the food of the season. Combine this 
with the recent bout of less than 
perfect weather and you have a 
recipe for winter blues.  

The Spring Lake Recreation and 
Parks Department has the solution. 
With its multi-purpose community 
center heated just right, you can over 
come the elements just in time for 
Spring. 

Take advantage of the exercise room 
stocked with work out equipment 
guaranteed to get you moving and 
the cardio pumping. There is also a 
full gym perfect for one-on-one 
games or pick up games with friends.  

For those who are a little more 
"daring" and don't mind the 
elements, the walking trail is the 
perfect way to burn the last few 
calories after a strong strength work 
out or a way to get started in any 
work out routine.  

Individual and family memberships 
are available. The community center 

has convenient hours to 
accommodate most schedules. We 
are open Monday - Friday 7am until 
9pm and Saturdays 10am - 6pm. 

 Make a winter investment that will be 
seen not only in the spring but all 
year long. Invest in Spring Lake but 
more importantly, invest in yourself. 

The community center is located at 245 Ruth 
Street, Spring Lake, NC 28390.  They can be 
contacted by calling (910) 436-0011. More 
information is located on the Town's website.                                      

Make A Winter Investment for Spring Results...           
In Yourself 

Every year, the Fire 
Fighter's Burns Children's 
Fund awards $2500 in 
grants to deserving fire 
departments for use in 
public awareness 
campaigns. This year, the 
Spring Lake Fire 
Department received $1000 
from this fund to help 
further it's community 
outreach in regards to fire 

safety. Our fire department 
is unmatched in the region 
for its commitment to 
education and dedication to 
the community. They 
continuously work to get 
out into the community - 
schools, businesses, 
residents - to educate, 
assist and volunteer their 
time, knowledge and efforts 
to make Spring Lake safe.

In its simplest term, 
stormwater is rain or other 
precipitation (snow, sleet, 
hail.) in a perfect world, 
most of this water is 
absorbed into the ground, 
recharging the ground 
water. The rest is left to flow 
into lakes, rivers and 
streams. In cities, parking 
lots, buildings and roads 
prevent the water from being 

absorbed so stormwater 
collection systems were 
installed. These systems 
can pick up debris, dirt, 
chemicals and other 
pollutants which can flow 
into a storm sewer system 
or directly into a lake, river 
or wetland. Learn more in 
the Stormwater quarterly 
newsletter on the Town's 
website.

Grant 
Winning 
Service

What is 
Storm         
water?
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Gail Elder-White 

 The Recreation and Parks Director is Ms. Gail Elder-White. Ms. White is a graduate of the University of 
Deleware and started her career in the New Castle County Parks & Rec Dept. She then relocated to NC 
where she became assistant Rec Dir. of Operations for Mecklenberg Co. She spent 17 years as the Parks & 
Rec Dir. for the City of Salisbury before coming to Spring Lake. She is an active member of the State and 
National Parks & Rec. Associations serving in various leadership positions. She is a certified Parks & 
Recreation Professional, recipient of the State Fellow award and member of the American Academy of 
Parks & Recs.

Rosa Henegan 

The Town's new Human Resources Director, Rosa Henegan, began her career in HR in 1995 and has 18 
years of state government experience. She graduated from Benedict College with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in 1978. She joined the Town in November of 2013. Ms. Henegan's professionalism and quick wit 
are an asset to her position. She has already undertaken a couple events on behalf of the employees and 
managed with grace and style. Ms. Henegan works out of Town Hall.

On Saturday, February 8, you were hard 
pressed to find a parking spot anywhere 
on Main Street. That was the point. 
Hopefully, the enthusiasm generated 
then will spread and soon Main Street 
will once again be booming! 

With the tireless efforts of Josie and 
Robert Miller and their assistant 
Gabrielle Bennett, the efforts of the 
current shop owners were magnified 
and the "Shops of Main Street" was 
launched. This effort was initially started 

to expand the current businesses to 
ensure the overall success of the project 
but it it has morphed into so much 
more. With the goal of bringing new 
business and foot traffic to downtown 
Spring Lake, the trio set out to transform 
the old professional building into the 
professional hub of Main Street - a.k.a. 
The Shops of Main Street. 

At the grand opening, twenty-seven 
long term shop owners were present as 
well as thirteen guest vendors. The 

customer base was well over one 
hundred. There was a catered lunch 
provided by RCS Catering and live 
music by DJ Rick Simpson. 

With twenty seven small shops already 
calling it home, coffee corner and 
children's corner slated to open its door 
soon, The Shops of Main Street is well 
on its way to bringing business and 
commerce back to Main Street. Stop by 
and buy from this work in progress as 
they make progress.

Meet Two New Department Heads Serving You

Now Open: A Work in Progress
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So You Could Make It Home 
We have affectionally dubbed our recent 
bout of wintery weather, "the blizzard of 
2014." It is all fun joking but addressing 
the weather's effects on "operations" is 
anything but a joking matter. 

The Town of Spring Lake is made up of a 
network of streets and roads. Some of 
the streets are State maintained and 
some are Town maintained. Because of 
this, in times of weather related events, 
the responsibility of maintaining this 
network is split.  

NCDOT did their part as quickly as they 
could. They treated and cleared all major 
roads in the Town. The rest, to include 
side streets, fell to the Town. This weather 
system was the first time in several years 
the Town was faced with such a task. It 
goes without saying that over the course 
of two days, the Public Works 

Department worked to ensure the streets 
were clear and passable. They gathered 
the resources necessary to make sure 
residents could venture out to get 
essentials, go to work and most 
importantly,  return home safely. They 
coordinated efforts of contractors and 
cleared what streets they could. 

The Spring Lake Fire Department and the 
Spring Lake Police Department both work 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year. Our Police Department was out on 
patrol throughout the storm. They were 
assisting motorists and residents when 
and where they could. The Spring Lake 
Fire Department not only acted as first 
responders to most accidents reported 
but they also set up an emergency shelter 
in the event it was needed. They also 
shoveled snow and cleared the parking 
lot of Town Hall and the Community 

Center making them accessible to 
residents and employees. 

Our Communication Department is 
growing. In this storm and any event, it 
can be counted on to keep residents 
updated on need to know information. As 
with any announcement or notice, they  
will post any information relating to streets 
or shelters to the Town's website and 
social media sites. Stay connected and 
sign up for alerts and the Town's 
newsletter. As we grow in this area, more 
and more avenues will become available. 
The first step is our "stay connected" sign 
up on the Town's website and cards 
throughout Town buildings. 

The Town will continue to do all it can, 
regardless of the weather to ensure you 
can make it home safe each day and 
proudly say "I Love Spring Lake." 



Never Stood So Tall 
I received a visit the other day from one of Spring 
Lake's youngest residents. I enjoy meeting the folks 
who live here in Town and I have a passion for our 
young people. In spending time with this young fellow, 
it reminded me of a quote I read not too long ago, "A 
man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a 
child." This anonymous quote struck a chord in me 
and I hope it does in each of you. Sometimes, we get 
so wrapped up in our fancy clothes, meetings, titles 
and day to day work that we forget the basics. I have 
found myself doing it upon occasion. My daughter will 
come in when I'm on a conference call or in the 
middle of writing a memo. She will innocently ask for 
a moment of time or help with something she is 
doing. I will tell her in a minute. That minute turns into 
ten or twenty minutes. What if I was too busy to meet 
with this young man? Too wrapped up in what I was 
doing to stop and focus my full attention on him? 
Children and young adults need our help, our 
guidance, our time to grow into the men and women 
who will care for us in the future. Take time today and 
every day to nourish a young mind. I never stood so 
tall as I did kneeling that day.

I Love 
Spring 

Lake... The 
Next Level - 

Yours to 
Own and 
Display 
Proudly.   
Preorder 
Today!  

In the planning of the "I Love 
Spring Lake" campaign, Mayor 
Rey and Ken (Town Manager) 
were passionate about their 
support and pledge to the success 
of the campaign. It was more than 
just the campaign; it was their 
dedication and love for the Town. 
Their devotion to our community is 
far greater than a mere t-shirt. 
Thus, Riada by Adair, LLC, a small 
family owned business with as 

much passion as them, stepped up 
and created awesome ways 
everyone could display their love 
for "the lake." Pictured above are 
designs - necklaces, key chains, 
lapel pins and magnets you can 
own. Pre-orders are being taken 
now and will be delivered at the 
Spring Fling Festival. If you can't 
make the Festival, Ms. Jasmine 
will work with you. To place your 
order, go to the Town's website. On 

the home page, at the very top left 
corner there is a link labeled, "We 
Are Spring Lake." On this page, 
you will find all the information and 
links you need to place your order. 
We will also be adding t-shirt 
information there as well. What 
better way to spread the message 
about how amazing our Town is? 
Wear the pins or necklace with 
pride. Post the magnets 
everywhere! We love Spring Lake!  
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Town of Spring Lake 

An Important Month to Celebrate 

Black History Month remains an important 
moment for America to celebrate the 
achievements and contributions black 
Americans have made in US History. 
Arising out of "Negro History Week" which 
first began in the 1920s, February has 
since been designated as Black History 
Month by every US President since 1976. 
President Obama's 2014 Proclamation 
states it best, "Every American can draw 
strength from the story of hard-won 
progress, which not only defines the 
African American experience, but also lies 
at the heart of our nation as a whole. This 
story affirms that freedom is a gift from 
God but it must be secured by His people 
here on earth. It inspires a new generation 
of leaders and it teaches us all that when 
we come together in common purpose, 
we can right the wrongs of history and 
make our world anew." 

Keep the Feedback Coming 

 Send us your photos of creative but 
safe ways you have displayed and 
shared the "I Love Spring Lake, NC" 
message. We will showcase them on 
Facebook and in our newsletter. Our 
street article photo this month was sent 
to us from Ron DesGroseilliers, Jr. Send 
your photos to webmaster@spring-
lake.org.Also, keep the feedback 
coming. We want to hear from you. 
What are things you want to read about 
in the newsletter? What great things are 
going on in your part of the Lake? Share 
your feedback. Share your love for 
Spring Lake, NC with us! 

Mark Your Calendar For These Noteworthy 
Upcoming Dates: 

Run With Not From the Police 

The North Carolina Law Enforcement Torch 
Run for Special Olympics unites officers from 
law enforcement agencies and correction 
departments across the state in an effort to 
raise funds and awareness for Special 
Olympics North Carolina. Each summer, law 
enforcement officials carry the Flame of 
Hope across the state in the Torch Run Final 
Leg, culminating in the in the lighting of the 
cauldron to officially open the Special 
Olympics NC Summer Games in Raleigh. 
This year, the Spring Lake Police Department 
will be running the torch on part of the leg 
through Spring Lake. As part of their efforts, 
they are raising funds for this worthy cause. 
Sgt. McCormick and Angie Sommers are 
spearheading the efforts. T-shirts and hats 
are available for a donation of $12 or $15. 
Everyone is invited to join the run. Run with 
the Police, not from them!For more info, call 
the SLPD (910) 436-0350 or visit the PD on 
the Town's website. 

Get Connected Without Being Consumed 

Let's face it, we live in a busy world. We 
want things at the touch of a finger or click 
of a button. Often times, taking the time to 
"smell the roses" is a luxury. The Town of 
Spring Lake realizes your time is 
important. We also realize it is important to 
keep you informed and up to date on 
information you need to know. That is why 
we have tried to make it easy for you to 
stay connected with us without it 
consuming all your time and energy. You 
can sign up for our free monthly 
newsletter and have it sent directly to you 
so you can read it on your schedule. All of 
the Town's need to know information is 
kept updated on the website. Tidbits and 
reminders are posted on Facebook and 
twitter. We will be slowly rolling out other 
social media outlets to meet the evolving 
times. Shortly, we hope to have our teir 2 
up and running. And as always, we pick 
up when you call. 

• February 17: Town Holiday
• February 18: 7:00 pm, Appearance 

Commission Committee Meeting 
• February 25: 7:00 pm, FAMPO Public 

Information Meeting
• February 24: 7:00 pm, Board of Aldermen 

regular meeting
• March 10: 7:00 pm, Board of Aldermen 

regular meeting
• April 12: 10 am - 6:00 pm, Spring Fling 

Festival


