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The Super Bowl has 
been played. March 
madness is winding 
down. The weather is 
finally start to warm up. 
There is something 
about this time of the 
year that makes one 
want to get out of the 
house. Despite the 
dreaded pollen, the 
whispers of ball fields 
are calling. What are 
they saying?

Play ball! For many 
years now, these two 
words begin spring in 
ernest. The great part is 
you don’t have to travel 

far to get your fill of 
some great games.

Nothing is more pure 
and innocent as the 
children on the field 
ready to play the first 
game of the season. 
The Spring Fling marks 
the opening day of 
baseball for the Spring 
Lake Rec League. 
Teams will take the field 
in the “Parade of 
Teams.” From t-ball to 
teenagers, they will all 
proudly display their 
uniforms and stand 
united as they are 
recognized. The season 
is kicked off in grand 

style. Cheers will 
resonate throughout the 
park as the teams are 
introduced. The first 
pitch will be thrown. And 
then, it is time.  All the 
practice will be put to 
use as the games 
begin. Teams will be on 
all three fields playing, 
giving it their all in the 
spirit of friendly 
competition and true 
sportsmanship. They 
play and we cheer for 
them all as we 
encourage all our 
young people and for 
the love of the game.
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A League of Their Own
Do you suffer from 
oniochalasia? Not 
sure? Well, just in 
case you do and 
even if you don’t, 
the Spring Fling 
has the cure!

Oniochalasia is 
buying or 
shopping as a 
method of stress 
relief or relaxation. 
Other than 
necessities, what 
better reason? oh, 
there is the fact 
you deserve it and 
you earned it!
At the Spring 
Fling, you will find 
an array of 

vendors to meet 
your shopping 
desires.  They 
have unique, 
quality and 
specialty items 
sure to please and 
meet any and all 
budgets. From 
soaps and crafts 
to jewelry and 
housewares, there 
will be a little bit of 
everything. There 
will also be 
information 
vendors and food 
vendors. 
It is the 
opportunity to 
shop, eat and 
learn all in one 

place!  There will 
be a little bit of 
this, a little bit of 
that and a whole 
lot of wow! Get 
the cure for 
oniochalasia at 
the Spring Fling 
this year with 
vendors that truly 
are in a league of 
their own. 
If you are a 
vendor,deadline 
for submitting 
vendor 
applications is 
April 10th.  Call 
the Rec Dept at 
(910) (910) 
436-0011 to learn 
how.

The Pursuit of Happiness

The Spring Fling is the largest 
event hosted by the Town. One of 
the cornerstones of the event is it 
is free to the public. There is no 
admission fee. This year marks the 
14th anniversary of the Spring 
Fling. The event will be held on 
Saturday, April 18th at Mendoza 
Park. Festivities will begin at 10:00 
am and will wrap up around 6:00 
pm. The days events will start off 
with opening ceremonies. There 
will be carnival rides and 

inflatables. Fayetteville/
Cumberland County Art Attack! will 
be there with all kinds of activities 
and things to do. There will be face 
painting, live stage entertainment, 
vendors, concessions, bingo and 
more. The day will be full of all 
kinds of things to see, do and 
participate in. Of course, it is the 
opening day of baseball so you 
can catch a game on any of the 
three fields at the park. The 
headlining stage act will be the 

region’s own RadioBoxX. A young, 
up and coming group with a great 
sound and strong performance. 
Parking will be clearly marked and 
shuttle service will be available 
from Southwinds Plaza to the park 
at no charge. This service is 
scheduled to run from 9:00am until 
2:00pm (updates will be posted if 
any changes are made.) Make 
plans now to attend! Take the time 
to pursue a little happiness in the 
greatest place around…here!
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Front of the Class
Part of the BAPS 
event included 
the participation 
of our local 
youth. There was 
the opportunity 
for entries for K-2 
grades to submit 
drawing 
depicting, "Fire 
Fighters Doing 
their job" and 3-5 
grade submitting 
an essay with the 
topic, "Why Are 
Police 
Important?" We 
are pleased to 
announce the 
winners! Essay: 
Ms. Bethany 
Stephans, 5th 
Grade, 

Manchester 
Elementary 
School. Picture: 
Cameron 
Hartwick, 1st 
Grade; Alicia 
Krahling, 1st 
Grade; Tiffine 
Johnson, 1st 
Grade; Rafael 
Garcia, 1st 
Grade; Roger 
Bolt-Rao, 1st 
Grade; Raniyah 
Kinney, 1st 
Grade; Garnett 
Dalton, 1st 
Grade; Benjamin 
Jones, 
kindergarten and 
Devon Sallese, 
kindergarten. All 
the photos were 

submitted from 
Manchester 
Elementary 
School. Each 
received a 
certificate and a 
gift card.The 
Town sent 
representatives 
to the school to 
present 
certificates to all 
the participants 
and winners who 
were unable to 
make the event. 
Check out the 
album on our 
Facebook page 
and see who got 
to stand in front 
of the class!

If you look at the number on your 
meter and the number on your bill 
you may ask yourself, where did this 
come from? The Town bills in 
thousands… meaning your readings 
are to the nearest thousand when it 
is read. For example: Your meter’s 
previous reading was 113,020….. it 
was recorded as 113,000. Your 
meter’s current reading is 
117,980…. it is recorded as 
117,000. That means you used 

4,960 gallons but are being billed for 
usage of 4,000.  Next month, your 
previous reading will begin with 
117,000. When billing by the 
thousands, the usage is rounded 
down to the nearest 1000 and it is 
always an even 1000. The minimum 
you are billed for is 1000 gallons  Is 
it clear? Definitely, Maybe? If you 
have questions, you can always call 
the Water Department at (910) 
703-8912.

Definitely, Maybe? “…But in the end, it’s only a passing 
thing, this shadow. Even darkness must 
pass.”  Mayor Rey said it best when he 
said, “There still are so many great things 
going on in this Town.” We launched our 
“THAT’S Spring Lake Strong!” campaign 
in February of this year and it remains in 
full swing. Many things make us strong - 
our businesses, regional alliances, 
programs, customer service, dedicated 
staff and our residents. We want to 
highlight these efforts, groups, individuals 
and programs and remind the world as 
well as ourselves, we are and will remain 
Spring Lake Strong. THAT is 
unshakeable. If you have a suggestion for 
this campaign, email the webmaster.
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To Save a 
Life

You already know if 
there is a fire, call 
911 and the Fire 
Department will be 
dispatched. If you 
are in an accident or 
need medical 
attention, our First 
Responders will 
arrive on scene and 
they usually arrive 
with members of the 
SLPD. Their life 
saving training and 
skills are 
unquestionable. 

What you may not 
know is the biggest 
part of their job is 
preventive education. 
The members of the 
Spring Lake Fire 
Department are 
dedicated to 
educating members 
of the community 
and region about 
steps and measure 
they can take to 
remain safe in their 
homes, cars and in 
all they do.

Man on Fire
Meet Tommy 
Elder, Jr. He is 
truly a man on 
fire. No in the 
literal since but in 
the since that he 
exemplifies the 
true example of 
hard work, 
dedication and 
what it takes to 
be a firefighter.
On Tuesday, 
March 31, 2015, 
Central Carolina 
Community 
College held 
graduation 
ceremonies for 
Fire Academy #6. 
Spring Lake 
Volunteer Tommy 
Elder not only 
graduated, he did 
so with the 
Captain’s Award. 
The Captain’s 

Award is 
presented to the 
graduate who 
demonstrates the 
best of the 
profession.
Firefighter Elder 
is the 1st 
volunteer from 
Spring Lake to 
complete the Fire 
Academy. Five 
staff members 
have done so 
and he has now 
joined the 
ranks.The 
academy was 7 
months & over 
1,000 hours of 
training. Students 
in the Academy 
must pass each 
test in order to 
remain in the 
program. The 
SLFD was 

awarded a 
SAFER Grant for 
starting a 
Volunteer Fire 
Department. One 
of the 
requirements of 
this was a 
volunteer must 
complete fire 
fighting training 
within 2 yrs of 
joining. Academy 
training gives 
graduates 
firefighter, EMT 
basic, Haz Mat 
level 1, vehicle 
machinery 
rescue, 
emergency 
vehicle driver, 
Rapid 
Intervention and 
Safety & survival 
certifications (just 
to name some.)

As part of their continuing efforts to 
protect and serve, the SLFD has stepped 
up, partnered with Safe Kids Worldwide 
and are now the Safe Kids Coordinator 
for all of Cumberland County. 

Safe Kids Worldwide is a global 
organization dedicated to preventing 
injuries in children, the number one killer 
of kids in the US. Around the world, a 
child dies from an unintentional injury 

every 30 seconds. And millions of 
children are injured in ways that can 
affect them for a lifetime. 

We all know children are going to fall, get 
scrapes, bumps and bruises. This is part 
of being a kid. But there are little things 
we can do to prevent major things from 
happening. That is where Safe Kids 
come in. Things like tipping over a TV or 
bookshelf, leaving children in hot cars, 

storing medicine properly, correctly using 
car seats, distracted walking, bicycle 
safety, correctly using sports gear, 
knowing two ways out, who to call in an 
emergency and so much more.

Assistant Fire Chief Jason Williams is the 
County Coordinator for Safe Kids. Be on 
the look out for upcoming events such as 
National Safe Kids Day and join him and 
us and you, too, can save a life.

The SLFD and the Town of Spring Lake is proud of the 
accomplishments you have made, Firefighter Elder! 
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Are you getting the most 
out of the Town’s app? 
Do you know about it’s 
latest features?

Currently, there is a 
feature in the app that 
allows you to “one touch” 
dial several of the most 
frequently requested 
departments straight 
from your devise.  You 
can also e-mail the Town 
by simply touching the 
option in the app.  All of 
these features are 
located under “Contact 
Us.”

There are 4 sanitation 
routes in the Town and 7 
recycling routes. You can 
quickly glance at the 
routes and the calendars 

for each via the app.  
These are listed under 
the “Sanitation Pickup” 
option.  Listed there is 
also an explanation of 
how sanitation in the 
Town works, how to 
report an issue, numbers 
to call and other helpful 
information.

Have you heard that the 
Recreation Department 
is now live with online 
registration? Under 
“Parks & Recreation 
Information” there is a 
link to “RecDesk Online 
Registration” for your 
convenience.  The Rec 
information is currently 
being redesigned to be 
more app friendly but it 

is full of information you 
may need to know.
Don’t forget that you can 
pay your water bill 
directly from the app.  It 
works just like it does if 
you are signed on to a 
computer. Not sure of 
the account number or 
have problems? Use the 
Contact Us and click on 
the Water Department 
and you will be 
connected directly to the 
water department.

Under Bus Information, 
one will find the bus 
route, bus schedule, 
contact information as 
well as information 
pertaining to the 
Cumberland County 

Community 
Transportation Program.

A key feature of the app 
is broadcast news. If 
there is breaking news 
happening or reminders 
you need to be aware of, 
the Town can “push” it 
out directly to your 
devise. When you install 
the app be sure to say 
“yes” to push 
notifications. Then when 
one appears via the app, 
check the twitter feed for 
the full notice or all the 
details. The twitter feed 
acts as the live 
newsfeed for the app. 
More features are 
coming. so if you haven’t  
already, download the 
app today! 

Broadcast News
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Unbroken
Words and Prospective 
from Mayor Chris Rey

When I decided to run for mayor, I knew that our 
challenges were great, but our opportunities as a 
town were greater.  Three and a half years  
later, I still believe in everything this great town 
could be and I believed I could be a catalyst for 
that change. The past four weeks have been the 
toughest of my administration. I would have to be 
naive if I thought my entire time in office would be 
a walk in the park. However,it doesn't make it any 
easier to see headlines or read posts or hear 
comments made about our town that are less 
than stellar. 
 
Like all municipalities around the nation we have 
shortcomings in a few areas. The board and I 
have taken the necessary steps to begin 
rectifying the challenges we have been presented 
with and more importantly, we are putting in place 
policies and practices to ensure this will never 
happen again. Transparency is the order of the 
day.  We will continue to make sure all citizens 
are informed through this  
process. 
 
How did it get this way in the first place? We can 
spend weeks digging and pointing fingers and 
play the blame game but that will not resolve our 
issues nor is it going to fix anything. Instituting 
safeguards and fixing our internal controls will 
limit this type of abuse in the future. Our town is 
fiscally stable. Despite the allegations of 
purchasing card misuse, the town is not in 
financial trouble. As we sift through p-card 
purchases and implement a more stringent 
policy, it is clear where the reigns need to be 

tightened. As of this week, no employee has a p-
card except department heads. It is important 
to know that even though the town has 88 issued 
p-cards, less than 45 individuals carried the p-
card on them.  Certain departments locked up the 
remaining cards.  The current p-card program will 
be completely 
revamped. While I do not believe there has been 
widespread theft of money in Spring Lake, it is 
apparent certain departments have been lax in 
policy enforcement. That ceases now. I have the 
utmost confidence in  
the Interim Town Manager, Andy Wilkison, who 
just came aboard. He is the right man at this 
critical time for our town. Under his experienced 
leadership, I am convinced he will get us through 
this and we will be a better town for it.  Andy has 
the full support of the board and we are  
committed to working together. 
 
Government works best when we all work 
together. We all need to remember there are still 
great things going on in our town. We have not 
stopped operating. Businesses are opening, 
services are being performed, parks are open 
and the Spring Fling is just weeks away. We 
cannot allow a setback of this nature to detour us 
from focusing on the big picture.  I am unbroken 
in my commitment to a stronger Spring Lake for 
all of us. I will not allow any form of setback to 
keep us from achieving the goals I know we can 
reach. I urge each of you to remember all the 
great things we love about our Town and 
remember, we are SPRING LAKE STRONG.
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Sunday, May 16, 2015 marks 
the 3rd Annual Art of Gospel.  
It will be held at the Spring 
Lake Community Center from 
4:00 pm until 7:00 pm. There 
is no participant fee but 
registration is required. If you 
are a church choir, 
organization or individual and 
are interested in participating 
in this year’s event, now is 
the time to sign up and get 
your time slot reserved. More 
information to include 
application form is on 
website or you can call the 
Sr. Center at (910) 497-7700.

The Spring Lake Police 
Department will once again 
be participating in the North 
Carolina Law Enforcement 
Special Olympic Torch Run. 
They are raising money to 
bring awareness to this 
cause. You can be a part of 
this exciting endeavor by 
purchasing a t-shirt or a hat 
(prices range from $15-21) 
and cheer them on during the 
course run. Details on the 
run will be released soon. In 
the meantime, call or stop by 
the PD to get your gear!

Spring Lake has several 
amazing parks! This is the 
perfect time of year to brush 
off the winter blues and get 
outside and soak up the sun. 
Whether you want to take a 
walk, swing on the swings, 
play a game of basketball or 
try out the new horse shoe 
pit, there is literally 
something for everyone. 
Make it a family affair! Take 
the kids, grandma and Aunt 
Sue, load up the car and visit 
them all. Pick a favorite and 
get outside!

Staying active is important 
for people of all ages not just 
young people. We have 
some pretty fit Senior 
Citizens here in Spring Lake! 
On Tuesday, May 12th at 
9:00 am, the Senior 
Enrichment Center invites 
those 55 years young and 
over, of all fitness levels, to 
join them for the Mayor’s 
Walk for Senior Fitness. It will 
be held on the walking trail 
across from Town Hall (right 
outside the Sr. Center.) Fun 
will be had by all!

Keeping Spring Lake clean is 
everybody’s responsibility. 
On Saturday, April 25th, the 
Appearance Commission will 
be hosting the Annual Spring 
Litter Sweep. It starts at 8:30 
am. Be a part!  Also, at 9:00 
am, WaterResources will be 
hosting our Annual 
Hazardous Household 
Pickup. It is a way to dispose 
of waste material that cannot 
be thrown away with your 
normal trash/recycling or 
sanitation. More information 
is on the web.

The Annual Sandhills 
Sankofa Festival will be held 
on May 16, 2015 from 11:00 
am until 6:00 pm in front of 
the Recreation Center. It is 
free and open to the public. 
This festival incorporates 
music, dance, crafts, food 
and an array of traditions 
celebrating African American 
culture in the Sandhills of 
North Carolina. It is a great 
time to learn, fellowship and 
have a great time. More 
information is posted on the 
Town’s website.



Keep the Feedback Coming 

Next time you are in Town Hall, be sure 
to fill out a customer service feedback 
card and tell us what you think. Our goal 
is great customer service!  Send us your 
photos of creative but safe ways you 
have displayed and shared the "I Love 
Spring Lake, NC" message. We will 
showcase them on Facebook and in our 
newsletter. Send your photos to 
webmaster@spring-lake.org. Keep the 
feedback coming. We want to hear from 
you. What are things you want to read 
about in the newsletter? What great 
things are going on in your part of the 
Lake? Share your feedback. Share your 
love for Spring Lake, NC with us! 

• April 13 - Board of Aldermen regular 
meeting, 7pm

• April 14 - Appearance Commission 
meeting, 6pm

• April 18 - Spring Fling, 10am - 6pm
• April 25 - Annual Household Hazardous 

Waste Pickup, 9am
• April 25 - Annual Spring Litter Sweep, 

8:30 am
• April 27 - Board of Aldermen Regular 

meeting, 7pm
• May 12 - Mayor’s Walk for Senior Fitness, 

9am
• May 16 - Art of Gospel, 4pm
• May 25 - Memorial Day Ceremony, 10am

Chris V. Rey, Mayor.                                   
James O'Garra, Mayor Pro Tem.                

James Christian, Alderman.                      
Richard Higgins, Alderman.                       
Densie Lucas, Alderwoman.                  

Fredricka Sutherland, Alderwoman.               

300 Ruth Street * PO Box 617.                 
Spring Lake, NC 28390.                              

(910) 436 - 0241  * (910) 578 - 7317. 
www.spring-lake.org.                    

facebook.com/townofspringlake.     
#springlakenc 

Mark Your Calendar For These Noteworthy 
Town Dates: 

Town of Spring Lake 

Coming Home
It is our hope and prayer that every solider 
who departs from their family in service to 
their country return safely and quickly. The 
truth is, some do not. That is why it is 
important we take time on Memorial Day 
to pause and pay tribute to those who so 
selflessly gave all for the price of freedom. 
This year, the Town will have a ceremony 
commemorating Memorial Day on Friday, 
May 22, 2015 at 10:00 am at Veteran’s 
Park. The ceremony is free and the public 
is strongly urged to join us as we 
remember all who made the ultimate 
sacrifice and who will not be coming 
home. Also, make note that the Town will 
be closed in observance of Memorial Day 
on Monday, May 25, 2015. This includes 
all departments. Fire and Police will 
maintain operational shifts. Trash service 
will be one day later than normal. Bus 
service is subject to be interrupted. This 
information will be posted closer to the 
holiday. 
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Mark Your Calendar For These Noteworthy 
Chamber Events: 

Pitch Perfect
You already know the Spring Fling is 
loaded with carnival rides, shopping 
vendors, craft vendors, food vendors, the 
Fayetteville/Cumberland County Art Attack 
as well as tons of baseball. As if all of that 
wasn’t enough there is more!  There is live 
entertainment! Art Attack brings a variety 
with them but on the main stage there is 
also an array of talent that will be show 
cased. The headlining act this year will be 
RadioBoXx. RadioBoXx is a local band 
from Fayetteville. They are five young 
musicians that believe in making whatever 
they play exciting, whether it be a slow 
somber jazz ballad or a classic dance 
tune.  They play a wide genre of music to 
include jazz, gospel, R&B, neb-soul, old 
school, funk, hip-hop, alternative, pop, 
fusion, rock and top 40’s. They believe in 
“energy in music” and make what they do 
look good!  They are most definitely a 
group you don’t want to miss!

• April 9: Business After Hours, 
Neighborhood Clinic

• April 25: 2015 Annual Dinner

For more information on these events 
and other exciting activities sponsored 
by the Chamber, please call them at 
(910) 497-8821


