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Children playing with fire
cause hundreds of deaths

and injuries each year.

Preschoolers and
kindergarteners are most

likely to start these fires.

The fires are typically started
by children playing with

matches and lighters.

Young children who start the
fires are most likely to die in

them.

For more information contact:
Spring Lake
Fire Department

300 Ruth Street
PO Box 617
Spring Lake, NC 28390
Non-emergency number:(910) 436 - 0337
Fax: (910) 436 - 1083

www.spring-lake.org
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In 2006, children playing with fire started
an estimated 14,500 structure fires that
were reported to U.S. fire departments,

causing :

e an estimated 130 civilian deaths

810 civilian injuries

e $328 million in direct property

damage.

¢ Nearly two-thirds (63% ) of all fatal
victims of fires by playing are

children 5 years old and younger.

e Nearly two out of every three child
playing fires — and four out of five
associated deaths and injuries —

involve matches or lighters.

¢ The items ignited by home fire-play
are principally mattresses, bedding

or clothing.

SAFETY TIPS:

e  Store matches and lighters out of children’s
reach and sight, up high, preferably in a locked

cabinet.

e Never use lighters or matches as a sources of

amusement for children; they may imitate you.

e If your child expresses curiosity about fire or
has been playing with fire, calmly but firmly
explain that matches and lighters are tools for

adults only.

e Use only lighters designed with child resistant
features. Remember, child resistant does not

mean child proof.

e Teach young children and school age
children to tell an adult if they see matches

or lighters.

e Never leave matches or lighters in a
bedroom or any place where children may

go without supervision.

e If you suspect your child is intentionally
setting fires or unduly fascinated with fire,
get help. Your local fire department, school
or community counseling agency can put you

in touch with trained experts.

The Spring Lake Fire Department Fire Prevention and
Life Safety Division Is available to assist you. To request
a visit from this division for your day care or school to
include an engine or ladder truck as well as
representatives of the Fire Department, please give a 14
day advance notice. The number to call is
(910) 436—0337. Please note that truck and engines
are subject to apparatus availability.

Any Fire Administrator will profess that the most cost-
effective way to fight a fire is to prevent it from ever
happening in the first place. Based on this belief, our
award winning “Ounce of Prevention” Fire Education
program is a comprehensive fire education and safety
program reaching daycares, schools, business and
industry, the elderly and the general public who live in
or visit our jurisdiction, from a multi-faceted approach
involving training classes, public appearances and
written material distributed to our numerous schools,
businesses, community organizations and houses of
worship. The program has been the recipient of over
$30,000.00 in grants and awards from agencies such as
the NC Jaycee Burn Center at UNC Hospitals in Chapel
Hill, The North Carolina Firefighter’s Burned Children’s
Fund, Wal-Mart Inc. and State Farm Insurance.
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