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Top 10 Driving Mistakes:

On May 27, 2003, the newly formed coalition,

“Drive for Life: The National Safe Driving
Test & Initiative, “ citied the following as the
ten most common driving mistakes:
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Failing to pay attention - “zoning out”
Driving while drowsy

Becoming distracted inside the car
Failing to adjust to weather conditions
Driving aggressively

Making assumptions about other drivers’
intentions

Speeding

Changing lanes without checking blind
spots and mirrors

Driving while upset

10. Ignoring essential auto maintenance

Based on data collected by the Federal
Highway Administration:

There were nearly 6,200,000 auto acci-
dents in the US in 2005.

The financial cost of these accidents was
more than $230 billion.

2.9 million people were injured and
42,636 people were killed.

About 115 people die every day in vehicle
crashes in the US - one death every 13
minutes.

300 RUTH STREET
SPRING LAKE, NC 28390
www.spring-lake.org
Emergency Calls - 911

Non-emergency calls - (910) 436-0350
or

(910) 436-0351

Fax - (910) 436-4081

Command Staff:
Chief Troy McDuffie
Captain Jeff Stafford
Lieutenant Jerrel Johnson
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Administrative Support:
Lissa Jones, Administrative Assistant to the Chief
Jeanne Autry, Administrative Aide

Administrative Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
After Hours and Weekends:
Phones transfer to Cumberland County Dispatch

DRIVING
SAFETY

Brought to you by the:
SPRING LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Troy McDuffie, Chief
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AGGRESSIVE DRIVING
Aggressive driving has been defined in many ways;
however, the most comprehensive definition is the
operation of a motor vehicle in a manner that endan-
gers or is likely to endanger persons or property.

Characteristics of aggressive drivers:

Tailgating

Passing on the shoulder of the road
Making rude gestures or shouting
Changing lanes without signaling
Violating traffic signals

Weaving in and out of traffic
Speeding

How to avoid aggressive drivers:

Don’t challenge the aggressive driver

Don’t respond with a counterattack or obscene
gestures

Safely move out of their way

Avoid eye contact

Get help from the Police, if necessary

FIDO - Forget It and Drive On

To avoid driving aggressively, try these tips:

Use your turn signals

Try to relax and stay calm
Listen to relaxing music
Obey the speed limit

Be courteous to other drivers
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TEEN DRIVERS

Traffic deaths are the leading cause of death and in-
jury for young drivers. In 2008, drivers 16-24 years
of age constituted 14% of all drivers yet were in-
volved in 36.3 % of all fatal crashes.

Don’t rely solely on driver education. It may
be the most convenient way to learn skills but it
doesn’t necessarily produce safe drivers. Teens
often think they are immune to harm.

Know the law. Become familiar with restric-
tions on beginning drivers. Enforce the rules.
Restrict night driving. Most young drivers’
nighttime fatal crashes occur from 9pm to mid-
night.

Restrict passengers. Teen passengers in a vehi-
cle can distract a beginning driver and/or lead to
greater risk taking. Crash risk for teenagers in-
creases incrementally with 1,2 or 3 or more pas-
sengers. With 3 or more passengers, fatal risk is
about 3 times higher than with a beginning
driver alone.

Supervise practice driving. Take an active role
in your teen learning to drive. Plan a series of
practice sessions including night driving.
Remember you are a role model. New drivers
learn a lot by example so practice safe driving.
Require safety belt use.

Prohibit drinking.

Choose vehicles for safety not image. Teens
should drive cars that reduce their chance of a
crash and offer protection in case they do.
Avoid cars that might encourage speeding.

PEDESTRIANS
Each year many preschool children are injured
by a car when they dart into the path of a car.
Most preschoolers are injured near their home or
on their own street. Most of their crashes
happen between 3 and 6pm and occur in fair to
warm weather.
Remember to teach all children to look LEFT-
RIGHT-LEFT before crossing any street, path or
cross walk regardless of whether or not the light
is green. It is a myth to assume that a green light
means go.
It is a myth to assume that just because YOU see
the driver that the driver sees you.
Older pedestrians (ages 70+) account for 11% of
all fatalities and 2% of all pedestrian injuries.

Pedestrian injuries represent the 2nd largest
category of motor vehicle-related deaths.
When walking at night, drivers will have a
hard time seeing you. Carry a flashlight, wear
retro-reflective clothing and walk facing
traffic.

Preschool and elementary age children should
NEVER be allowed to cross the street alone.
They should be supervised at all times.

When crossing a street, regardless of whether
you have a clear signal to do so, you should
constantly keep a look out for oncoming
traffic. You should never assume at any point
that you are “in the clear.”

Pedestrians who violate traffic laws can be
cited by the Police.
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