pac”

On average in the U.S. in 2006,
someone died in a fire about every
162 minutes and someone was
injured every 32 minutes (Karter

2007)

Four out of five U.S. fire deaths in
2005 occurred in homes (Karter

2007).

In 2006, fire departments responded
to 412,500 homes in fires in the U.S.,
which claimed the lives of 2,580
people (not including firefighters) and
injured another 12,925, not including

firefighters (Karter 2007)

Most victims of fires die from smoke
or toxic gases not from burns (Hall

2001)

Smoking is the leading cause of fire

related deaths (Ahrens 2003)

Cooking is the primary cause of

residential fires (Ahrens 2003)

For more information contact:
Spring Lake
Fire Department

300 Ruth Street
PO Box 617
Spring Lake, NC 28390
Non-emergency number:(910) 436 - 0337
Fax: (910) 436 - 1083

www.spring-lake.org

Promotion, Prevention, Protection




During a fire, you should do the following:

Use a fire extinguisher to put out small
fires. You can also use water if the fire is
not electrical or chemical. Do NOT try to
put out a fire that you can’t control.

If there’s a fire that is too big to put out,
leave the building immediately. You
might not have much time before the
fire spreads, so don’t even stop to call
911. Once you’re outside and safe, you
can use a cell phone or a neighbor’s
phone to call.

If your clothes catch fire, do NOT run.
This could make the fire spread more
quickly. Instead, stop, drop, and roll! In
other words, stop, drop to the ground,
cover your face with your hands, and
roll back and forth until the fire is put
out.

Heat and smoke from fire can be more
dangerous than the flames. Inhaling the
super-hot air can sear your lungs. Fire pro-
duces poisonous gases that make you
disoriented and drowsy. Instead of being
awakened by a fire, you may fall into a
deeper sleep. Asphyxiation is the leading
cause of fire deaths, exceeding burns by a

three-to-one ratio.

Never leave food unattended on a

stove.

Keep cooking areas free of flammable

objects (such as potholders and towels)

Avoid wearing clothes with long, loose-

fitting sleeves when cooking

Never smoke in bed or leave burning

cigarettes unattended

Do not empty smoldering ashes in a
trash can and keep ashtrays away from

upholstered furniture and curtains

Never place portable space heaters
near flammable materials (such as

drapery)

Keep all matches and lighters out of
reach of children. Store them up high,

preferably in a locked cabinet

Install smoke alarms on every floor of
the home, including the basement
and particularly near rooms in which

people sleep

Use life long smoke alarms with
lithium powered batteries and hush
buttons which allow persons to stop
false alarms quickly. If long life alarms
are not available, use regular alarms

and replace the batteries annually

Test all smoke alarms every month to

ensure they work properly

Devise a family escape plan and
practice it every 6 months. In the
plan, describe at least two different
ways each family member can escape
every room and designate a safe place
in front of the home for family
members to meet after escaping a

fire.

If possible, install or retrofit fire

sprinklers into home.
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