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. U.S. fire departments Fire Department
responded to an estimated
278,000 vehicle fires in the
United States during 2006.

o These fires caused an estimated

490 civilian deaths

« These fires caused 1,200 civilian

injuries

300 Ruth Street
o These fires caused $1.3 billion PO Box 617
Spring Lake, NC 28390

in direct property damage.
Non-emergency number:(910) 436 - 0337

Fax: (910) 436 - 1083

www.spring-lake.org

Promotion, Prevention, Protection




In 2002-2005, highway-type

vehicle fires accounted for 18%
of reported fires and 13% of

U.S. civilian deaths.

Older teens and young adults
are age groups at highest risk of

highway vehicle fire death.

On average, 33 highway vehicle
fires were reported per hour.
These fires killed one person

per day.

In 2005, U.S. fire departments
responded to an average of one
highway vehicle fire every two

minutes.

2002-2005 Highway Vehicle Fires and Deaths by Fire Causal Factors

Mechanical failure or 50%
malfunction

Electrical failure or
malfunction

Misuse of material or
product
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Cars and other passenger vehicles
account for the vast majority of
highway vehicle fires and
associated losses. In 2002-2005,
only 19% of highway vehicle fire
actually occurred on highways;
33% occurred on streets, roads or
driveways and 17% were in

parking lots.

Three-quarters of highway
vehicle fires resulted from
mechanical or electrical failures
or malfunctions. Collisions or
overturns caused only 3% of
these fires but 57% of the

associated deaths.

One-third of non-fatal highway
vehicle fire injuries occurred
when civilians attempted to

fight the fire themselves.
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